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FOREWORD 


With this exhibition the San Francisco Museum of Art offers the first of 
the big three San Francisco Art Association annual exhibitions to be held 
in its renovated galleries. As though conscious of a special desire to set a 
high standard in honor of the new environment, the jury that selected the 
exhibition cut and pruned some four hundred and three out of a total of 
five hundred and eleven entries. The ninety-eight that remain represent 
the combined judgment of a group of experts who are thoroughly qualified 
and familiar with current expression in the field of the graphic arts. Thanks 
to this jury the flavor of this exhibition is fresh, young in ideas and experi- 
mental in character. This is all to the good. It is only by such exhibitions 
that the visitor can become aware of thoughts, currents and directions of 
the day. If tomorrow the directions change, nothing has been lost, for the 
good, the bad and the indifferent will have become a part of his expe- 
rience. He will be rewarded to the extent and on the basis of his attention 
to and study of what the artist has to say. 


It is one of the prime functions of the San Francisco Museum of Art to 
act as a forum for ideas. Faith in the democratic ideal behooves us to 
reaffirm this function. The so-called free world of ideas has been and is 
being attacked from different directions. The attacks in the past have prob- 
ably come as often through the arts as through any branch of human 
endeavor, possibly because with few exceptions the artists, being artists, 
are not authors or orators capable and desirous of mounting a defense 
or launching a counter-offensive except on the terrain of their choosing 
and on which they are at home—the arts. 


What is of great importance to remember is that these attacks, if they 
are successful, not only will stifle the arts but will stifle democracy, also. 
In a world that is a battleground between totalitarian and democratic 
ideas, the artists have chosen the democratic side; although, Heaven 
knows, under democracy they have been impoverished, neglected and 
even scorned by the people to whom they are attached in spirit and by 
tradition. They have chosen democracy because it has given them the 
freedom they value above patronage, above good eating and good 
housing, above even good repute. Being a part of the democratic front, 
any attack on the arts is an attack on democracy. If so much as a single 
picture is removed or barred from any museum or gallery wall by the 
emotional pressure of an uninformed individual or group, the arts and 
democracy are the losers. 


We do not enjoin the artists. We only ask them to know themselves and 
to give freely of themselves. 


RICHARD B. FREEMAN 
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